DHI:L Boxelder Bugs Name:

Imagine atiny creature, dressed in a smart suit of black and red.
That's our star of the day, the boxelder bug! These little bugs are
about half an inch long and have a distinctive red stripe pattern on
their black bodies. They have six legs, two antennae, and wings that
they keep neatly tucked away when they're not flying. Boxelder
bugs are quite the sight, especially when they gather in large groups,

creating a sea of black and red! \,

Remember those large groups we talked about? Well, you're
likely to find them in and around boxelder trees, hence their name.
These bugs love the seeds and |eaves of these trees and that's what
they mostly eat. But don't worry, they also like other soft fruits and sometimes even the juicy parts of other plants. So
whether it'sin aforest or your backyard, if there's a boxelder tree, you might just find these little guys hanging out!

\,

Now, from hanging out on trees to transforming into adults, boxelder bugs have a fascinating life cycle. They start
out as eggs in the spring, hatch into nymphs, and by summer, they're all grown up. The adults then lay eggs and the
cycle starts all over again. Even though they're small, these bugs are quite the survivors and can live up to a year!

A whole year! That's quite impressive for such a small creature,
isn't it? Now, you might be wondering if boxelder bugs are harmful to
us or other animals. Well, the good news s, they're not! They don't bite
or sting, and they mostly keep to themselves, unless they find their way
into your home to escape the cold. So, the next time you see a boxelder
bug, remember, it's a harmless, fascinating little creature that's just
trying to liveitslife!
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Solve each problem.

Usethearticleto answer the question.

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

What color stripe pattern can be seen on boxelder bugs' bodies?
A. yelow B. green
C. red D. blue

What do boxelder bugs prefer to eat?

A. nutsand legumes B. Fruits and vegetables
C. Twigsand bark D. Seedsand leaves
When do boxelder bugs start out as eggs?

A. inthewinter B. inthe summer
C. inthespring D. inthefall
Where do boxelder bugs like to hang out?

A. Rose bushes B. Cornfields

C. Boxelder trees D. Pamtrees

Why might boxelder bugs enter your home?

A. becausethey're lost B. tolay eggs

C. tofindfood D. to escapethe cold
How many legs do boxelder bugs have?

A. eight B. two

C. four D. six

When do boxelder bugs transform into adults?

A. by winter B. by fall

C. by spring D. by summer

How long can boxelder bugs live?

A. uptoamonth B. uptoayear

C. uptoaweek D. uptoaday

Are boxelder bugs harmful to humans or other animals?

A. Yes B. Only to birds

C. Only to dogs D. No

Do boxelder bugs bite or sting?
A. no B. yes

C. only females D. only males

Determineif the statementsis something the animal would say (W) or it it isnot something
the animal would say (N).

11) "Don't worry, I'm not harmful to you."
12) "I'm pretty small. Only half an inch long."
13) "When I'm not in your house, I'm hanging out in my favourite place — near boxelder trees."
Readi 1-10 [95[90(85[80|75[ 70|65 (60|55 |50
ea Ing W_CommonCoreShee[s_com Pagez Of 5 11-20(45(40|35|30(25(20| 15|10 5| O
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14) "I usualy live less than a month."

15) "In spring when I hatch from the egg, I'm anymph. In just afew short months I'm the adult
box elder bug you see today."

16) "I livemy entirelife on asingle leaf."
17) "We only eat the seeds and leaves of boxelder trees and nothing else.”

18) "If you see mein your house during colder months, please don't get mad, I'm only trying to
stay warm."

19) "I prefer to keep my wings neatly tucked away when I'm not using them.”

20) "You wouldn't believeit, but aboxelder bug like me can live up to awhole year! That's a
lot of bug-time.”

21) "We boxelder bugs cannot fly."

22) "Whilel mostly eat leaves and seeds, there is some variety to my diet, including fruits."
23) "Despite my name, you'll never find me near a boxelder tree."

24) "Seeds and leaves of boxelder trees are my favourite meals."

25) "We boxelder bugs are usually lone wolves, we do not like company."

26) "1 will bite or sting if | feel threatened.”

27) "My body isamost entirely black, but | do have bits of red."

Determineif the statement isa fact or opinion based on theinformation in the article.
28) An adult Boxelder bug can live for up to ayear.

29) Boxelder bugs are the best insects because they are harmless to humans and animals.
30) Boxelder bugs favor the seeds and leaves of boxelder trees for their diet.

31) Thefact that boxelder bugs can live up to ayear isreally impressive for such tiny
creatures.

32) Boxelder bugs have adistinct red stripe pattern on their black bodies.

33) Boxelder bugs are not annoying because they mostly keep to themselves.
34) Boxelder bugs do not harm humans as they do not sting or bite.

35) Boxelder bugs have six legs, two antennae, and wings.

36) Boxelder bugslook cool because of their black and red stripes.

37) Itisimpressive to see hundreds of boxelder bugs gathered in large groups.

Determineif the statement istrue or false.
38) Boxelder bugs can live up to ayear.

39) Boxelder bugslive for only asingle day.

40) Boxelder bugs have a distinctive red stripe pattern on their bodies.
41) Boxelder bugs have eight legs.

42) Boxelder bugs can usually be found in and around boxelder trees.
43) Boxelder bugs lay eggsin the winter.

44) Boxelder bugs get their name because they often live in boxes.
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45) Boxelder bugs only eat smaller insects.

46) Boxelder bugs do not bite or sting.

47) Boxelder bugs are about haf an inch long.

Determineif the sentenceis a declarative(d), exclamatory(e), interrogative(i) or

imper ative(m).

48) Boxelder bugsliketo live in boxelder trees and other types of maple trees.

49) Boxelder bugs are attracted to the boxelder trees, it's astonishing!

50) It's amazing how boxelder bugs hibernate in buildings during winter!

51) Can you believe that boxelder bugs are a bright red color when they are young!

52) It sweird that boxelder bugs release a pungent and foul odor when sguashed!

53) Boxelder bugs have black bodies and red lines on their wings.

54) Do boxelder bugs bite?

55) Boxelder bugs love warm weather, just like usl!

56) Boxelder bugs are not harmful to people and do not cause any damage to homes or
buildings.

57) What isthe habitat of boxelder bugs?

58) Boxelder bugs are very good climbers, that's quite impressive!

59) How long do boxelder bugs live?

60) Boxelder bugs change to black and red when they are adults, that's incredible!

61) The adult boxelder bug is 1/2 inch long, that's quite small!

62) Despite their annoying behavior, boxelder bugs don't cause any real damage, that's a
surprise!

63) Boxelder bugs do not bite or sting, that's a relief!
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1 26. 51
2 27. 52
3 28. 53
4 29. 54
5 30. 55
6 31. 56
7 32. 57
8 33. 58
9 34. 59
10. 35. 60.
11 36. 61.
12. 37. 62.
13. 38. 63.
14. 39.
15. 40.
16. 41.
17. 42.
18. 43
19. 44,
20. 45,
21. 46.
22. 47.
23. 48.
24. 49,

50.

25,
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Imagine atiny creature, dressed in a smart suit of black and red.
That's our star of the day, the boxelder bug! These little bugs are
about half an inch long and have a distinctive red stripe pattern on
their black bodies. They have six legs, two antennae, and wings that
they keep neatly tucked away when they're not flying. Boxelder
bugs are quite the sight, especially when they gather in large groups,

creating a sea of black and red! \,

Remember those large groups we talked about? Well, you're
likely to find them in and around boxelder trees, hence their name.
These bugs love the seeds and |eaves of these trees and that's what
they mostly eat. But don't worry, they also like other soft fruits and sometimes even the juicy parts of other plants. So
whether it'sin aforest or your backyard, if there's a boxelder tree, you might just find these little guys hanging out!

\,

Now, from hanging out on trees to transforming into adults, boxelder bugs have a fascinating life cycle. They start
out as eggs in the spring, hatch into nymphs, and by summer, they're all grown up. The adults then lay eggs and the
cycle starts all over again. Even though they're small, these bugs are quite the survivors and can live up to a year!

A whole year! That's quite impressive for such a small creature,
isn't it? Now, you might be wondering if boxelder bugs are harmful to
us or other animals. Well, the good news s, they're not! They don't bite
or sting, and they mostly keep to themselves, unless they find their way
into your home to escape the cold. So, the next time you see a boxelder
bug, remember, it's a harmless, fascinating little creature that's just
trying to liveitslife!
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Answer

Key

Solve each problem.

Usethearticleto answer the question.

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

What color stripe pattern can be seen on boxelder bugs' bodies?
A. yelow B. green
C. red D. blue

What do boxelder bugs prefer to eat?

A. nutsand legumes B. Fruits and vegetables
C. Twigsand bark D. Seedsand leaves
When do boxelder bugs start out as eggs?

A. inthewinter B. inthe summer
C. inthespring D. inthefall
Where do boxelder bugs like to hang out?

A. Rose bushes B. Cornfields

C. Boxelder trees D. Pamtrees

Why might boxelder bugs enter your home?

A. becausethey're lost B. tolay eggs

C. tofindfood D. to escapethe cold
How many legs do boxelder bugs have?

A. eight B. two

C. four D. six

When do boxelder bugs transform into adults?

A. by winter B. by fall

C. by spring D. by summer

How long can boxelder bugs live?

A. uptoamonth B. uptoayear

C. uptoaweek D. uptoaday

Are boxelder bugs harmful to humans or other animals?

A. Yes B. Only to birds

C. Only to dogs D. No

Do boxelder bugs bite or sting?

A. no B. yes

C. only females D. only males

Determineif the statementsis something the animal would say (W) or it it isnot something
the animal would say (N).

11)
12)

"Don't worry, I'm not harmful to you."
"I'm pretty small. Only half aninch long."

13) "When I'm not in your house, I'm hanging out in my favourite place — near boxelder trees."

C
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14) "I usualy live less than a month."

15) "In spring when I hatch from the egg, I'm anymph. In just afew short months I'm the adult
box elder bug you see today."

16) "I livemy entirelife on asingle leaf."
17) "We only eat the seeds and leaves of boxelder trees and nothing else.”

18) "If you see mein your house during colder months, please don't get mad, I'm only trying to
stay warm."

19) "I prefer to keep my wings neatly tucked away when I'm not using them.”

20) "You wouldn't believeit, but aboxelder bug like me can live up to awhole year! That's a
lot of bug-time.”

21) "We boxelder bugs cannot fly."

22) "Whilel mostly eat leaves and seeds, there is some variety to my diet, including fruits."
23) "Despite my name, you'll never find me near a boxelder tree."

24) "Seeds and leaves of boxelder trees are my favourite meals."

25) "We boxelder bugs are usually lone wolves, we do not like company."

26) "1 will bite or sting if | feel threatened.”

27) "My body isamost entirely black, but | do have bits of red."

Determineif the statement isa fact or opinion based on theinformation in the article.
28) An adult Boxelder bug can live for up to ayear.

29) Boxelder bugs are the best insects because they are harmless to humans and animals.
30) Boxelder bugs favor the seeds and leaves of boxelder trees for their diet.

31) Thefact that boxelder bugs can live up to ayear isreally impressive for such tiny
creatures.

32) Boxelder bugs have adistinct red stripe pattern on their black bodies.

33) Boxelder bugs are not annoying because they mostly keep to themselves.
34) Boxelder bugs do not harm humans as they do not sting or bite.

35) Boxelder bugs have six legs, two antennae, and wings.

36) Boxelder bugslook cool because of their black and red stripes.

37) Itisimpressive to see hundreds of boxelder bugs gathered in large groups.

Determineif the statement istrue or false.
38) Boxelder bugs can live up to ayear.

39) Boxelder bugslive for only asingle day.

40) Boxelder bugs have a distinctive red stripe pattern on their bodies.
41) Boxelder bugs have eight legs.

42) Boxelder bugs can usually be found in and around boxelder trees.
43) Boxelder bugs lay eggsin the winter.

44) Boxelder bugs get their name because they often live in boxes.
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Key
45) Boxelder bugs only eat smaller insects.
46) Boxelder bugs do not bite or sting.
47) Boxelder bugs are about haf an inch long.
Determineif the sentenceis a declarative(d), exclamatory(e), interrogative(i) or
imper ative(m).
48) Boxelder bugsliketo live in boxelder trees and other types of maple trees.
49) Boxelder bugs are attracted to the boxelder trees, it's astonishing!
50) It's amazing how boxelder bugs hibernate in buildings during winter!
51) Can you believe that boxelder bugs are a bright red color when they are young!
52) It sweird that boxelder bugs release a pungent and foul odor when sguashed!
53) Boxelder bugs have black bodies and red lines on their wings.
54) Do boxelder bugs bite?
55) Boxelder bugs love warm weather, just like usl!
56) Boxelder bugs are not harmful to people and do not cause any damage to homes or
buildings.
57) What isthe habitat of boxelder bugs?
58) Boxelder bugs are very good climbers, that's quite impressive!
59) How long do boxelder bugs live?
60) Boxelder bugs change to black and red when they are adults, that's incredible!
61) The adult boxelder bug is 1/2 inch long, that's quite small!
62) Despite their annoying behavior, boxelder bugs don't cause any real damage, that's a
surprise!
63) Boxelder bugs do not bite or sting, that's a relief!
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

10.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Boxelder Bugs

Name:

Answer Key

C 26. false 51. exclamatory
D 2. true 52. exclamatory
C 28, fact 53, declarative
C 29. opinion 54, interrogative
D 30, fact 55. exclamatory
D 31, opinion 56. declarative
D 2. fact 57. interrogative
B 3. opinion 58. exclamatory
D 4. fact 50. interrogative
A 35, fact 60. exclamatory
true 36. opinion 61. exclamatory
true 37, opinion 62. exclamatory
true 38. true 63. exclamatory

false 30, false

true 40. true

false a. false

false 2. true

true 43 false

true a4 false

true 45, false

false 4. true

true 47. true

false 48 declarative

true 49. exclamatory

false 50, exclamatory
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Solve each problem.

Usethearticleto answer the question.
1) What color stripe pattern can be seen on boxelder bugs' bodies? (paragraph 1)

A. B. green
C. red D.
2) What do boxelder bugs prefer to eat? (paragraph 2)
A. B. Fruits and vegetables
C. D. Seedsand leaves
3) When do boxelder bugs start out as eggs? (paragraph 3)
A. inthewinter B.
C. inthe spring D.
4) Where do boxelder bugs like to hang out? (paragraph 2)
A. Rose bushes B. Cornfields
C. Boxelder trees D.
5) Why might boxelder bugs enter your home? (paragraph 4)
A. becausethey're lost B. tolay eggs
C. D. to escapethe cold
6) How many legs do boxelder bugs have? (paragraph 1)
A. eight B. two
C. D. six
7) When do boxelder bugs transform into adultS? (paragraph 3)
A. by winter B. by fall
C. D. by summer

8) How long can boxelder bugs live? (paragraph 3)

A. B. uptoayear
C. D.
9) Are boxelder bugs harmful to humans or other animals? (paragraph 4)

A. B. Only to birds
C. D. No

10) Do boxelder bugs bite or sting? (paragraph 4)
A. no B.
C. D.

Determineif the statementsis something the animal would say (W) or it it isnot something
the animal would say (N).

11) "Don't worry, I'm not harmful to you." (paragraph 4)
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Name:
12) "I'm pretty small. Only half aninch long." (paragraph 1)
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